Radiographic examination of comprehensive care patients in U.S. and Canadian dental schools.
Between 1977 and 1987, there was a shift in the radiographic prescribing practices for the dentulous adult comprehensive care patient in U.S. and Canadian dental schools. The number of schools ordering films on the basis of selection criteria or patient need increased from 1 to 13, while the number of schools ordering both an intraoral full-mouth series and a panoramic radiograph decreased from 30 to 13. However, in 1987, there were still 56 schools that expressed a preference for a particular standard examination. In the current study, the panoramic radiograph (with and without supplemental periapical views) was the most frequently stated preferred examination for the edentulous adult patient, and the panoramic and bitewing examination was the most frequently stated preferred examination for the child patient.